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Dedication 

To my family, my friends, and those who have supported me though my 
journey as an author. I appreciate you. 
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Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of 
us here the same high standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of 
you. With a good conscience our only sure reward, with history the final 

judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His 
blessing and His help, but knowing that here on earth God's work must 

truly be our own. 
—John F. Kennedy 
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Forward 

This nation in two of the most critical times in the life of our country, 
once in the days after the Revolution in the Northwest ordinance to 
which Doctor Odegaard referred, and again during the most difficult 
days of the Civil War, in the Morrill Act which established our land 
grant colleges, this nation made a basic commitment to the maintenance 
of education, for the very reasons which Thomas Jefferson gave, that if 
this nation were to remain free it could not remain ignorant.  

The basis of self-government and freedom requires the development of 
character and self-restraint and perseverance and the long view. And these 
are qualities which require many years of training and education. So that I 
think this University and others like it across the country, and its graduates, 
have recognized that these schools are not maintained by the people of the 
various States in order to merely give the graduates of these schools an 
economic advantage in the life struggle. Rather, these schools are supported 
by our people because our people realize that this country has needed in the 
past, and needs today as never before, educated men and women who are 
committed to the cause of freedom. So for what this University has done in 
the past, and what its graduates can do now and in the future, I salute you. 

 





 

IX 

Acknowledgments 

I would like to acknowledge all those friends and acquaintances that 
have had important roles in my life, which inspired me to tell my story. 

 





 

XI 

Introduction 

This University was rounded when the Civil War was already on, and no 
one could be sure in 1861 whether this country would survive. But the 
picture which the student of 1961 has of the world, and indeed the 
picture which our citizens have of the world, is infinitely more 
complicated and infinitely more dangerous.  

In 1961 the world relations of this country have become tangled and 
complex. One of our former allies has become our adversary-and he has his 
own adversaries who are not our allies. Heroes are removed from their 
tombs--history rewritten--the names of cities changed overnight.  

We increase our arms at a heavy cost, primarily to make certain that we 
will not have to use them. We must face up to the chance of war, if we are to 
maintain the peace. We must work with certain countries lacking in 
freedom in order to strengthen the cause of freedom. We find some who call 
themselves neutral who are our friends and sympathetic to us, and others 
who call themselves neutral who are unremittingly hostile to us. And as the 
most powerful defender of freedom on earth, we find ourselves unable to 
escape the responsibilities of freedom, and yet unable to exercise it without 
restraints imposed by the very freedoms we seek to protect.  

We cannot, as a free nation, compete with our adversaries in tactics of 
terror, assassination, false promises, counterfeit mobs and crises.  

We cannot, under the scrutiny of a free press and public, tell different 
stories to different audiences, foreign and domestic, friendly and hostile.  

We cannot abandon the slow processes of consulting with our allies to 
match the swift expediencies of those who merely dictate to their satellites.  

We can neither abandon nor control the international organization in 
which we now cast less than 1 percent of the vote in the General Assembly.  
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We possess weapons of tremendous power--but they are least effective in 
combating the weapons most often used by freedom's foes: subversion, 
infiltration, guerrilla warfare, civil disorder.  

We send arms to other peoples--just as we send them the ideals of 
democracy in which we believe--but we cannot send them the will to use 
those arms or to abide by those ideals.  

And while we believe not only in the force of arms but in the force of 
right and reason, we have learned that reason does not always appeal to 
unreasonable men--that it is not always true that "a soft answer turneth away 
wrath"--and that right does not always make might.  

In short, we must face problems which do not lend themselves to easy or 
quick or permanent solutions. And we must face the fact that the United 
States is neither omnipotent or omniscient--that we are only 6 percent of 
the world's population--that we cannot impose our will upon the other 94 
percent of mankind--that we cannot right every wrong or reverse each 
adversity--and that therefore there cannot be an American solution to every 
world problem.  

These burdens and frustrations are accepted by most Americans with 
maturity and understanding. They may long for the days when war meant 
charging up San Juan Hill-or when our isolation was guarded by two 
oceans--or when the atomic bomb was ours alone--or when much of the 
industrialized world depended upon our resources and our aid. But they 
now know that those days are gone--and that gone with them are the old 
policies and the old complacency's. And they know, too, that we must make 
the best of our new problems and our new opportunities, whatever the risk 
and the cost.  

But there are others who cannot bear the burden of a long twilight 
struggle. They lack confidence in our long-run capacity to survive and 
succeed. Hating communism, yet they see communism in the long run, 
perhaps, as the wave of the future. And they want some quick and easy and 
final and cheap solution--now.  
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There are two groups of these frustrated citizens, far apart in their views 
yet very much alike in their approach. On the one hand are those who urge 
upon us what I regard to be the pathway of surrender-appeasing our 
enemies, compromising our commitments, purchasing peace at any price, 
disavowing our arms, our friends, our obligations. If their view had 
prevailed, the world of free choice would be smaller today.  

On the other hand are those who urge upon us what I regard to be the 
pathway of war: equating negotiations with appeasement and substituting 
rigidity for firmness. If their view had prevailed, we would be at war today, 
and in more than one place.  

It is a curious fact that each of these extreme opposites resembles the 
other. Each believes that we have only two choices: appeasement or war, 
suicide or surrender, humiliation or holocaust, to be either Red or dead. 
Each side sees only "hard" and "soft" nations, hard and soft policies, hard 
and soft men. Each believes that any departure from its own course 
inevitably leads to the other: one group believes that any peaceful solution 
means appeasement; the other believes that any arms build-up means war. 
One group regards everyone else as warmongers, the other regards everyone 
else as appeasers. Neither side admits that its path will lead to disaster--but 
neither can tell us how or where to draw the line once we descend the 
slippery slopes of appeasement or constant intervention.  

In short, while both extremes profess to be the true realists of our time, 
neither could be more unrealistic. While both claim to be doing the nation a 
service, they could do it no greater disservice. This kind of talk and easy 
solutions to difficult problems, if believed, could inspire a lack of 
confidence among our people when they must all--above all else--be united 
in recognizing the long and difficult days that lie ahead. It could inspire 
uncertainty among our allies when above all else they must be confident in 
us. And even more dangerously, it could, if believed, inspire doubt among 
our adversaries when they must above all be convinced that we will defend 
our vital interests.  
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The essential fact that both of these groups fail to grasp is that diplomacy 
and defense are not substitutes for one another. Either alone would fail. A 
willingness to resist force, unaccompanied by a willingness to talk, could 
provoke belligerence--while a willingness to talk, unaccompanied by a 
willingness to resist force, could invite disaster.  

But as long as we know what comprises our vital interests and our long-
range goals, we have nothing to fear from negotiations at the appropriate 
time, and nothing to gain by refusing to take part in them. At a time when a 
single clash could escalate overnight into a holocaust of mushroom clouds, a 
great power does not prove its firmness by leaving the task of exploring the 
other's intentions to sentries or those without full responsibility. Nor can 
ultimate weapons rightfully be employed, or the ultimate sacrifice rightfully 
demanded of our citizens, until every reasonable solution has been explored. 
"How many wars," Winston Churchill has written, "have been averted by 
patience and persisting good will! .... How many wars have been precipitated 
by firebrands!"  

If vital interests under duress can be preserved by peaceful means, 
negotiations will find that out. If our adversary will accept nothing-less than 
a concession of our rights, negotiations will find that out. And if 
negotiations are to take place, this nation cannot abdicate to its adversaries 
the task of choosing the forum and the framework and the time.  

For there are carefully defined limits within which any serious 
negotiations must take place. With respect to any future talks on Germany 
and Berlin, for example, we cannot, on the one hand, confine our proposals 
to a list of concessions we are willing to make, nor can we, on the other 
hand, advance any proposals which compromise the security of free 
Germans and West Berliners, or endanger their ties with the West.  

No one should be under the illusion that negotiations for the sake of 
negotiations always advance the cause of peace. If for lack of preparation 
they break up in bitterness, the prospects of peace have been endangered. If 
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they are made a forum for propaganda or a cover for aggression, the 
processes of peace have been abused.  

But it is a test of our national maturity to accept the fact that 
negotiations are not a contest spelling victory or defeat. They may succeed--
they may fail. They are likely to be successful only if both sides reach an 
agreement which both regard as preferable to the status quo--an agreement 
in which each side can consider its own situation to be improved. And this 
is most difficult to obtain.  

But, while we shall negotiate freely, we shall not negotiate freedom. Our 
answer to the classic question of Patrick Henry is still no-life is not so dear, 
and peace is not so precious, "as to be purchased at the price of chains and 
slavery." And that is our answer even though, for the first time since the 
ancient battles between Greek city-states, war entails the threat of total 
annihilation, of everything we know, of society itself. For to save mankind's 
future freedom, we must face up to any risk that is necessary. We will always 
seek peace--but we will never surrender.  

In short, we are neither "warmongers" nor "appeasers," neither "hard" 
nor "soft." We are Americans, determined to defend the frontiers of 
freedom, by an honorable peace if peace is possible, but by arms if arms are 
used against us.  

And if we are to move forward in that spirit, we shall need all the calm 
and thoughtful citizens that this great University can produce, all the light 
they can shed, all the wisdom they can bring to bear. It is customary, both 
here and around the world, to regard life in the United States as easy. Our 
advantages are many. But more than any other people on earth, we bear 
burdens and accept risks unprecedented in their size and their duration, not 
for ourselves alone but for all who wish to be free. No other generation of 
free men in any country has ever faced so many and such difficult 
challenges-not even those who lived in the days when this University was 
founded in 1861.  
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This nation was then torn by war. This territory had only the simplest 
elements of civilization. And this city had barely begun to function. But a 
university was one of their earliest thoughts--and they summed it up in the 
motto that they adopted: "Let there be light." What more can be said today, 
regarding all the dark and tangled problems we face than: Let there be light. 
And to accomplish that illumination, the University of Washington shall 
still hold high the torch. 
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I 

Exploration 

For the eyes of the world now look into space, to the moon and to the planets 
beyond, and we have vowed that we shall not see it governed by a hostile 

flag of conquest, but by a banner of freedom and peace 
—John F. Kennedy 

I appreciate your president having made me an honorary visiting 
professor, and I will assure you that my first lecture will be very brief.  

I am delighted to be here and I'm particularly delighted to be here on this 
occasion.  

We meet at a college noted for knowledge, in a city noted for progress, in 
a State noted for strength, and we stand in need of all three, for we meet in 
an hour of change and challenge, in a decade of hope and fear, in an age of 
both knowledge and ignorance. The greater our knowledge increases, the 
greater our ignorance unfolds.  

Despite the striking fact that most of the scientists that the world has 
ever known are alive and working today, despite the fact that this Nation's 
own scientific manpower is doubling every 12 years in a rate of growth 
more than three times that of our population as a whole, despite that, the 
vast stretches of the unknown and the unanswered and the unfinished still 
far outstrip our collective comprehension.  
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No man can fully grasp how far and how fast we have come, but 
condense, if you will, the 50,000 years of man¹s recorded history in a time 
span of but a half a century. Stated in these terms, we know very little about 
the first 40 years, except at the end of them advanced man had learned to 
use the skins of animals to cover them. Then about 10 years ago, under this 
standard, man emerged from his caves to construct other kinds of shelter. 
Only five years ago man learned to write and use a cart with wheels. 
Christianity began less than two years ago. The printing press came this 
year, and then less than two months ago, during this whole 50-year span of 
human history, the steam engine provided a new source of power.  

 

Newton explored the meaning of gravity. Last month electric lights and 
telephones and automobiles and airplanes became available. Only last week 
did we develop penicillin and television and nuclear power, and now if 
America¹s new spacecraft succeeds in reaching Venus, we will have literally 
reached the stars before midnight tonight.  

This is a breathtaking pace, and such a pace cannot help but create new 
ills as it dispels old, new ignorance, new problems, new dangers. Surely the 
opening vistas of space promise high costs and hardships, as well as high 
reward.  

So it is not surprising that some would have us stay where we are a little 
longer to rest, to wait. But this city of Houston, this State of Texas, this 
country of the United States was not built by those who waited and rested 
and wished to look behind them. This country was conquered by those 
who moved forward—and so will space.  

William Bradford, speaking in 1630 of the founding of the Plymouth 
Bay Colony, said that all great and honorable actions are accompanied with 
great difficulties, and both must be enterprised and overcome with 
answerable courage.  
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If this capsule history of our progress teaches us anything, it is that man, 
in his quest for knowledge and progress, is determined and cannot be 
deterred. The exploration of space will go ahead, whether we join in it or 
not, and it is one of the great adventures of all time, and no nation which 
expects to be the leader of other nations can expect to stay behind in the race 
for space.  

Those who came before us made certain that this country rode the first 
waves of the industrial revolutions, the first waves of modern invention, and 
the first wave of nuclear power, and this generation does not intend to 
founder in the backwash of the coming age of space. We mean to be a part 
of it—we mean to lead it. For the eyes of the world now look into space, to 
the moon and to the planets beyond, and we have vowed that we shall not 
see it governed by a hostile flag of conquest, but by a banner of freedom and 
peace. We have vowed that we shall not see space filled with weapons of 
mass destruction, but with instruments of knowledge and understanding.  

Yet the vows of this Nation can only be fulfilled if we in this Nation are 
first, and, therefore, we intend to be first. In short, our leadership in science 
and in industry, our hopes for peace and security, our obligations to 
ourselves as well as others, all require us to make this effort, to solve these 
mysteries, to solve them for the good of all men, and to become the world's 
leading space-faring nation.  

We set sail on this new sea because there is new knowledge to be gained, 
and new rights to be won, and they must be won and used for the progress 
of all people. For space science, like nuclear science and all technology, has 
no conscience of its own. Whether it will become a force for good or ill 
depends on man, and only if the United States occupies a position of pre-
eminence can we help decide whether this new ocean will be a sea of peace 
or a new terrifying theater of war. I do not say the we should or will go 
unprotected against the hostile misuse of space any more than we go 
unprotected against the hostile use of land or sea, but I do say that space can 
be explored and mastered without feeding the fires of war, without 
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repeating the mistakes that man has made in extending his writ around this 
globe of ours.  

There is no strife, no prejudice, no national conflict in outer space as yet. 
Its hazards are hostile to us all. Its conquest deserves the best of all mankind, 
and its opportunity for peaceful cooperation may never come again. But 
why, some say, the moon? Why choose this as our goal? And they may well 
ask why climb the highest mountain? Why, 35 years ago, fly the Atlantic? 
Why does Rice play Texas?  

We choose to go to the moon. We choose to go to the moon in this 
decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but because they 
are hard, because that goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our 
energies and skills, because that challenge is one that we are willing to accept, 
one we are unwilling to postpone, and one which we intend to win, and the 
others, too.  

It is for these reasons that I regard the decision last year to shift our 
efforts in space from low to high gear as among the most important 
decisions that will be made during my incumbency in the office of the 
Presidency.  

In the last 24 hours we have seen facilities now being created for the 
greatest and most complex exploration in man's history. We have felt the 
ground shake and the air shattered by the testing of a Saturn C-1 booster 
rocket, many times as powerful as the Atlas which launched John Glenn, 
generating power equivalent to 10,000 automobiles with their accelerators 
on the floor. We have seen the site where five F-1 rocket engines, each one as 
powerful as all eight engines of the Saturn combined, will be clustered 
together to make the advanced Saturn missile, assembled in a new building 
to be built at Cape Canaveral as tall as a 48 story structure, as wide as a city 
block, and as long as two lengths of this field.  

Within these last 19 months at least 45 satellites have circled the earth. 
Some 40 of them were "made in the United States of America" and they 
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were far more sophisticated and supplied far more knowledge to the people 
of the world than those of the Soviet Union.  

The Mariner spacecraft now on its way to Venus is the most intricate 
instrument in the history of space science. The accuracy of that shot is 
comparable to firing a missile from Cape Canaveral and dropping it in this 
stadium between the the 40-yard lines.  

Transit satellites are helping our ships at sea to steer a safer course. Tiros 
satellites have given us unprecedented warnings of hurricanes and storms, 
and will do the same for forest fires and icebergs.  

We have had our failures, but so have others, even if they do not admit 
them. And they may be less public.  

To be sure, we are behind, and will be behind for some time in manned 
flight. But we do not intend to stay behind, and in this decade, we shall 
make up and move ahead.  

The growth of our science and education will be enriched by new 
knowledge of our universe and environment, by new techniques of learning 
and mapping and observation, by new tools and computers for industry, 
medicine, the home as well as the school. Technical institutions, such as 
Rice, will reap the harvest of these gains.  

And finally, the space effort itself, while still in its infancy, has already 
created a great number of new companies, and tens of thousands of new 
jobs. Space and related industries are generating new demands in investment 
and skilled personnel, and this city and this State, and this region, will share 
greatly in this growth. What was once the furthest outpost on the old 
frontier of the West will be the furthest outpost on the new frontier of 
science and space. Houston, your City of Houston, with its Manned 
Spacecraft Center, will become the heart of a large scientific and engineering 
community. During the next 5 years the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration expects to double the number of scientists and engineers in 
this area, to increase its outlays for salaries and expenses to $60 million a 
year; to invest some $200 million in plant and laboratory facilities; and to 
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direct or contract for new space efforts over $1 billion from this Center in 
this City.  

To be sure, all this costs us all a good deal of money. This year¹s space 
budget is three times what it was in January 1961, and it is greater than the 
space budget of the previous eight years combined. That budget now stands 
at $5,400 million a year—a staggering sum, though somewhat less than we 
pay for cigarettes and cigars every year. Space expenditures will soon rise 
some more, from 40 cents per person per week to more than 50 cents a week 
for every man, woman and child in the United Stated, for we have given this 
program a high national priority—even though I realize that this is in some 
measure an act of faith and vision, for we do not now know what benefits 
await us. But if I were to say, my fellow citizens, that we shall send to the 
moon, 240,000 miles away from the control station in Houston, a giant 
rocket more than 300 feet tall, the length of this football field, made of new 
metal alloys, some of which have not yet been invented, capable of standing 
heat and stresses several times more than have ever been experienced, fitted 
together with a precision better than the finest watch, carrying all the 
equipment needed for propulsion, guidance, control, communications, 
food and survival, on an untried mission, to an unknown celestial body, and 
then return it safely to earth, re-entering the atmosphere at speeds of over 
25,000 miles per hour, causing heat about half that of the temperature of 
the sun—almost as hot as it is here today—and do all this, and do it right, 
and do it first before this decade is out—then we must be bold.  

I'm the one who is doing all the work, so we just want you to stay cool 
for a minute. [laughter]  

However, I think we're going to do it, and I think that we must pay what 
needs to be paid. I don't think we ought to waste any money, but I think we 
ought to do the job. And this will be done in the decade of the sixties. It may 
be done while some of you are still here at school at this college and 
university. It will be done during the term of office of some of the people 
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who sit here on this platform. But it will be done. And it will be done before 
the end of this decade.  

I am delighted that this university is playing a part in putting a man on 
the moon as part of a great national effort of the United States of America.  

Many years ago the great British explorer George Mallory, who was to die 
on Mount Everest, was asked why did he want to climb it. He said, "Because 
it is there."  

Well, space is there, and we're going to climb it, and the moon and the 
planets are there, and new hopes for knowledge and peace are there. And, 
therefore, as we set sail we ask God's blessing on the most hazardous and 
dangerous and greatest adventure on which man has ever embarked.  

Thank you. 
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II 

Equality 

This Nation was founded by men of many nations and backgrounds.  
It was founded on the principle that all men are created equal,  

and that the rights of every man are diminished when the rights of one 
man are threatened.  
—John F. Kennedy 

This afternoon, following a 
series of threats and defiant 
statements, the presence of 
Alabama National Guardsmen 
was required on the University 
of Alabama to carry out the 
final and unequivocal order of 
the United States District Court 
of the Northern District of 
Alabama. That order called for 
the admission of two clearly 
qualified young Alabama 
residents who happened to have 

been born Negro.  
That they were admitted 

peacefully on the campus is due 
in good measure to the conduct 
of the students of the University 
of Alabama, who met their 
responsibilities in a constructive 
way.  

I hope that every American, 
regardless of where he lives, will 
stop and examine his conscience 
about this and other related 
incidents. This Nation was 



II  EQUALITY 

11 

founded by men of many 
nations and backgrounds. It was 
founded on the principle that 
all men are created equal, and 
that the rights of every man are 
diminished when the rights of 
one man are threatened.  

Today we are committed to a 
worldwide struggle to promote 
and protect the rights of all who 
wish to be free. And when 
Americans are sent to Viet-Nam 
or West Berlin, we do not ask 
for whites only. It ought to be 
possible, therefore, for 
American students of any color 
to attend any public institution 
they select without having to be 
backed up by troops.  

It ought to be possible for 
American consumers of any 
color to receive equal service in 
places of public 
accommodation, such as hotels 
and restaurants and theaters and 
retail stores, without being 
forced to resort to 
demonstrations in the street, 
and it ought to be possible for 
American citizens of any color 

to register to vote in a free 
election without interference or 
fear of reprisal.  

It ought to be possible, in 
short, for every American to 
enjoy the privileges of being 
American without regard to his 
race or his color. In short, every 
American ought to have the 
right to be treated as he would 
wish to be treated, as one would 
wish his children to be treated. 
But this is not the case.  

The Negro baby born in 
America today, regardless of the 
section of the Nation in which 
he is born, has about one-half as 
much chance of completing a 
high school as a white baby 
born in the same place on the 
same day, one-third as much 
chance of completing college, 
one-third as much chance of 
becoming a professional man, 
twice as much chance of 
becoming unemployed, about 
one-seventh as much chance of 
earning $10,000 a year, a life 
expectancy which is 7 years 
shorter, and the prospects of 
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earning only half as much.  
This is not a sectional issue. 

Difficulties over segregation and 
discrimination exist in every 
city, in every State of the Union, 
producing in many cities a 
rising tide of discontent that 
threatens the public safety. Nor 
is this a partisan issue. In a time 
of domestic crisis men of good 
will and generosity should be 
able to unite regardless of party 
or politics. This is not even a 
legal or legislative issue alone. It 
is better to settle these matters 
in the courts than on the streets, 
and new laws are needed at 
every level, but law alone cannot 
make men see right.  

We are confronted primarily 
with a moral issue. It is as old as 
the scriptures and is as clear as 
the American Constitution.  

The heart of the question is 
whether all Americans are to be 
afforded equal rights and equal 
opportunities, whether we are 
going to treat our fellow 
Americans as we want to be 
treated. If an American, because 

his skin is dark, cannot eat 
lunch in a restaurant open to 
the public, if he cannot send his 
children to the best public 
school available, if he cannot 
vote for the public officials who 
will represent him, if, in short, 
he cannot enjoy the full and free 
life which all of us want, then 
who among us would be 
content to have the color of his 
skin changed and stand in his 
place? Who among us would 
then be content with the 
counsels of patience and delay?  

One hundred years of delay 
have passed since President 
Lincoln freed the slaves, yet 
their heirs, their grandsons, are 
not fully free. They are not yet 
freed from the bonds of 
injustice. They are not yet freed 
from social and economic 
oppression. And this Nation, 
for all its hopes and all its boasts, 
will not be fully free until all its 
citizens are free.  

We preach freedom around 
the world, and we mean it, and 
we cherish our freedom here at 
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home, but are we to say to the 
world, and much more 
importantly, to each other that 
this is the land of the free except 
for the Negroes; that we have no 
second-class citizens except 
Negroes; that we have no class 
or caste system, no ghettoes, no 
master race except with respect 
to Negroes?  

Now the time has come for 
this Nation to fulfill its promise. 
The events in Birmingham and 
elsewhere have so increased the 
cries for equality that no city or 
State or legislative body can 
prudently choose to ignore 
them.  

The fires of frustration and 
discord are burning in every 
city, North and South, where 
legal remedies are not at hand. 
Redress is sought in the streets, 
in demonstrations, parades, and 
protests which create tensions 
and threaten violence and 
threaten lives.  

We face, therefore, a moral 
crisis as a country and as a 
people. It cannot be met by 

repressive police action. It 
cannot be left to increased 
demonstrations in the streets. It 
cannot be quieted by token 
moves or talk. It is time to act in 
the Congress, in your State and 
local legislative body and, above 
all, in all of our daily lives.  

It is not enough to pin the 
blame on others, to say this is a 
problem of one section of the 
country or another, or deplore 
the fact that we face. A great 
change is at hand, and our task, 
our obligation, is to make that 
revolution, that change, 
peaceful and constructive for 
all.  

Those who do nothing are 
inviting shame as well as 
violence. Those who act boldly 
are recognizing right as well as 
reality.  

Next week I shall ask the 
Congress of the United States to 
act, to make a commitment it 
has not fully made in this 
century to the proposition that 
race has no place in American 
life or law. The Federal judiciary 
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has upheld that proposition in a 
series of forthright cases. The 
executive branch has adopted 
that proposition in the conduct 
of its affairs, including the 
employment of Federal 
personnel, the use of Federal 
facilities, and the sale of 
federally financed housing.  

But there are other necessary 
measures which only the 
Congress can provide, and they 
must be provided at this session. 
The old code of equity law 
under which we live commands 
for every wrong a remedy, but in 
too many communities, in too 
many parts of the country, 
wrongs are inflicted on Negro 
citizens and there are no 
remedies at law. Unless the 
Congress acts, their only 
remedy is in the street.  

I am, therefore, asking the 
Congress to enact legislation 
giving all Americans the right to 
be served in facilities which are 
open to the public—hotels, 
restaurants, theaters, retail 
stores, and similar 

establishments.  
This seems to me to be an 

elementary right. Its denial is an 
arbitrary indignity that no 
American in 1963 should have 
to endure, but many do.  

I have recently met with 
scores of business leaders urging 
them to take voluntary action to 
end this discrimination and I 
have been encouraged by their 
response, and in the last 2 weeks 
over 75 cities have seen progress 
made in desegregating these 
kinds of facilities. But many are 
unwilling to act alone, and for 
this reason, nationwide 
legislation is needed if we are to 
move this problem from the 
streets to the courts.  

I am also asking the 
Congress to authorize the 
Federal Government to 
participate more fully in 
lawsuits designed to end 
segregation in public education. 
We have succeeded in 
persuading many districts to 
desegregate voluntarily. Dozens 
have admitted Negroes without 
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violence. Today a Negro is 
attending a State-supported 
institution in every one of our 
50 States, but the pace is very 
slow.  

Too many Negro children 
entering segregated grade 
schools at the time of the 
Supreme Court's decision 9 
years ago will enter segregated 
high schools this fall, having 
suffered a loss which can never 
be restored. The lack of an 
adequate education denies the 
Negro a chance to get a decent 
job.  

The orderly implementation 
of the Supreme Court decision, 
therefore, cannot be left solely 
to those who may not have the 
economic resources to carry the 
legal action or who may be 
subject to harassment.  

Other features will also be 
requested, including greater 
protection for the right to vote. 
But legislation, I repeat, cannot 
solve this problem alone. It 
must be solved in the homes of 
every American in every 

community across our country.  
In this respect I want to pay 

tribute to those citizens North 
and South who have been 
working in their communities 
to make life better for all. They 
are acting not out of a sense of 
legal duty but out of a sense of 
human decency.  

Like our soldiers and sailors 
in all parts of the world they are 
meeting freedom's challenge on 
the firing line, and I salute them 
for their honor and their 
courage.  

My fellow Americans, this is 
a problem which faces us all—in 
every city of the North as well as 
the South. Today there are 
Negroes unemployed, two or 
three times as many compared 
to whites, inadequate in 
education, moving into the 
large cities, unable to find work, 
young people particularly out of 
work without hope, denied 
equal rights, denied the 
opportunity to eat at a 
restaurant or lunch counter or 
go to a movie theater, denied 
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the right to a decent education, 
denied almost today the right to 
attend a State university even 
though qualified. It seems to me 
that these are matters which 
concern us all, not merely 
Presidents or Congressmen or 
Governors, but every citizen of 
the United States.  

This is one country. It has 
become one country because all 
of us and all the people who 
came here had an equal chance 
to develop their talents.  

We cannot say to 10 percent 
of the population that you can't 
have that right; that your 
children cannot have the chance 
to develop whatever talents they 
have; that the only way that they 
are going to get their rights is to 
go into the streets and 
demonstrate. I think we owe 
them and we owe ourselves a 
better country than that.  

Therefore, I am asking for 
your help in making it easier for 
us to move ahead and to provide 
the kind of equality of 
treatment which we would 

want ourselves; to give a chance 
for every child to be educated to 
the limit of his talents.  

As I have said before, not 
every child has an equal talent 
or an equal ability or an equal 
motivation, but they should 
have an equal right to develop 
their talent and their ability and 
their motivation, to make 
something of themselves.  

We have a right to expect 
that the Negro community will 
be responsible, will uphold the 
law, but they have a right to 
expect that the law will be fair, 
that the Constitution will be 
color blind, as Justice Harlan 
said at the turn of the century.  

This is what we are talking 
about and this is a matter which 
concerns this country and what 
it stands for, and in meeting it I 
ask the support of all our 
citizens.  

Thank you very much. 
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III 

Freedom 

And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you 
—ask what you can do for your country. 

—John F. Kennedy 

We observe today not a victory of party but a celebration of freedom—
symbolizing an end as well as a beginning—signifying renewal as well as 
change. For I have sworn before you and Almighty God the same solemn 
oath our forbears prescribed nearly a century and three-quarters ago. 
The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the 
power to abolish all forms of human poverty and all forms of human life. 
And yet the same revolutionary beliefs for which our forebears fought 
are still at issue around the globe—the belief that the rights of man come 
not from the generosity of the state but from the hand of God.  

 

We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution. Let 
the word go forth from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the 
torch has been passed to a new generation of Americans—born in this 
century, tempered by war, disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud of 
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our ancient heritage—and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing 
of those human rights to which this nation has always been committed, and 
to which we are committed today at home and around the world. Let every 
nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear 
any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure 
the survival and the success of liberty. This much we pledge—and more. To 
those old allies whose cultural and spiritual origins we share, we pledge the 
loyalty of faithful friends. United there is little we cannot do in a host of 
cooperative ventures. Divided there is little we can do—for we dare not 
meet a powerful challenge at odds and split asunder. To those new states 
whom we welcome to the ranks of the free, we pledge our word that one 
form of colonial control shall not have passed away merely to be replaced by 
a far more iron tyranny. We shall not always expect to find them supporting 
our view. But we shall always hope to find them strongly supporting their 
own freedom—and to remember that, in the past, those who foolishly 
sought power by riding the back of the tiger ended up inside. To those 
people in the huts and villages of half the globe struggling to break the 
bonds of mass misery, we pledge our best efforts to help them help 
themselves, for whatever period is required—not because the communists 
may be doing it, not because we seek their votes, but because it is right. If a 
free society cannot help the many who are poor, it cannot save the few who 
are rich. To our sister republics south of our border, we offer a special 
pledge—to convert our good words into good deeds—in a new alliance for 
progress—to assist free men and free governments in casting off the chains 
of poverty. But this peaceful revolution of hope cannot become the prey of 
hostile powers. Let all our neighbors know that we shall join with them to 
oppose aggression or subversion anywhere in the Americas. And let every 
other power know that this Hemisphere intends to remain the master of its 
own house. To that world assembly of sovereign states, the United Nations, 
our last best hope in an age where the instruments of war have far outpaced 
the instruments of peace, we renew our pledge of support—to prevent it 
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from becoming merely a forum for invective—to strengthen its shield of the 
new and the weak—and to enlarge the area in which its writ may run. 
Finally, to those nations who would make themselves our adversary, we offer 
not a pledge but a request: that both sides begin anew the quest for peace, 
before the dark powers of destruction unleashed by science engulf all 
humanity in planned or accidental self-destruction.  

 We dare not tempt them with weakness. For only when our arms are 
sufficient beyond doubt can we be certain beyond doubt that they will 
never be employed.  

 But neither can two great and powerful groups of nations take comfort 
from our present course—both sides overburdened by the cost of modern 
weapons, both rightly alarmed by the steady spread of the deadly atom, yet 
both racing to alter that uncertain balance of terror that stays the hand of 
mankind's final war.  

 So let us begin anew—remembering on both sides that civility is not a 
sign of weakness, and sincerity is always subject to proof. Let us never 
negotiate out of fear. But let us never fear to negotiate.  

 Let both sides explore what problems unite us instead of belaboring 
those problems which divide us.  

 Let both sides, for the first time, formulate serious and precise proposals 
for the inspection and control of arms—and bring the absolute power to 
destroy other nations under the absolute control of all nations.  

 Let both sides seek to invoke the wonders of science instead of its terrors. 
Together let us explore the stars, conquer the deserts, eradicate disease, tap 
the ocean depths and encourage the arts and commerce.  

 Let both sides unite to heed in all corners of the earth the command of 
Isaiah—to "undo the heavy burdens . . . (and) let the oppressed go free."  

 And if a beachhead of cooperation may push back the jungle of 
suspicion, let both sides join in creating a new endeavor, not a new balance 
of power, but a new world of law, where the strong are just and the weak 
secure and the peace preserved.  
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 All this will not be finished in the first one hundred days. Nor will it be 
finished in the first one thousand days, nor in the life of this 
Administration, nor even perhaps in our lifetime on this planet. But let us 
begin.  

 In your hands, my fellow citizens, more than mine, will rest the final 
success or failure of our course. Since this country was founded, each 
generation of Americans has been summoned to give testimony to its 
national loyalty. The graves of young Americans who answered the call to 
service surround the globe.  

 Now the trumpet summons us again—not as a call to bear arms, 
though arms we need—not as a call to battle, though embattled we are— 
but a call to bear the burden of a long twilight struggle, year in and year out, 
"rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation"—a struggle against the common 
enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease and war itself.  

 Can we forge against these enemies a grand and global alliance, North 
and South, East and West, that can assure a more fruitful life for all 
mankind? Will you join in that historic effort?  

 In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been 
granted the role of defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do 
not shrink from this responsibility—I welcome it. I do not believe that any 
of us would exchange places with any other people or any other generation. 
The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will 
light our country and all who serve it—and the glow from that fire can truly 
light the world.  

 And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for 
you—ask what you can do for your country.  

 My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, 
but what together we can do for the freedom of man.  

 Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask 
of us here the same high standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of 
you. With a good conscience our only sure reward, with history the final 
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judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His 
blessing and His help, but knowing that here on earth God's work must 
truly be our own. 
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Quotation text sample. 

 
Foot Note Text: 
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